University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
SourceMex

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

12-18-1991

Mexico Bans U.S. Imports Of Hogs & Selected
Fruits
Steven Ranieri

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex
Recommended Citation
Ranieri, Steven. "Mexico Bans U.S. Imports Of Hogs & Selected Fruits." (1991). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex/1256

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in SourceMex by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 063527
ISSN: 1054-8890

Mexico Bans U.S. Imports Of Hogs &amp; Selected Fruits
by Steven Ranieri
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, December 18, 1991
On Dec. 12, spokespersons from the Agriculture Ministry (SARH) announced a ban on US imports
of live hogs for breeding and slaughter, and of several fruits, including prunes, nectarines, apples,
peaches, pears and quince. Officials are concerned over the spread of the Oriental fruit moth in the
US, and swine infertility and respiratory syndrome in the US. In 1990, the US exported 59 metric
tons of fresh fruit to Mexico valued at US$30 million. During the first nine months of 1991, US hog
producers exported US$14 million worth of live hogs to Mexico. US officials criticized the measure,
insisting that it was unwarranted. They also said the move was taken without any prior consultation.
On Dec. 13, US Trade Representative Carla Hills told reporters that Mexican authorities had
responded "constructively" to her proposal for joint inspection of US food exports, but added that
the issue had not yet been resolved. US Rep. Kika de la Garza (D-TX), chairperson of the House
Agriculture Committee and Sen. Tom Daschle (D-SD) said they feared the ban could undermine
negotiations for a North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). De la Garza told reporters the
prohibition had been in effect since Dec. 2, but that Mexican authorities did not formally notify the
US of the decision until Dec. 11. According to Daschle, the measures demonstrated that Mexico's
commitment to free trade is "a sham." Representatives from several farm organizations in the
US were also harshly critical of the measure. At a Dec. 13 press conference, Jorge Mazon Rubio,
president of Mexico's National Swine Producer Association (Asociacion Nacional de Porcicultores)
said that domestic producers stand to gain from the ban on live hog imports. Domestic livestock
producers could increase output to the point where they would be able to satisfy domestic demand.
Mazon Rubio said domestic pork production currently totals about 820,000 metric tons per year.
An estimated 15% to 20% of domestic consumption requirements are met via imports. (Sources: La
Jornada, Spanish news service EFE, 12/12/91; El Financiero, 12/12/91, 12/13/91; Associated Press,
Notimex, 12/13/91)
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